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From the Principal Patrick McAuliffe 
Hello Everyone 
Thankyou for taking the time out of your busy schedules to visit the classrooms, your kids 
love you coming up to school and the teachers appreciate being able to put faces to new 
names. If you have missed out, contact your child’s teacher to catch up on the phone or 
before or after school, at a mutually suitable time 
 
Keep in mind that the most important parent teacher meetings that take place are those 
101 chats that you have with your child’s teacher each term. If work keeps you away, 
phone or send in a quick note to arrange a time for a visit, meeting, email or phone 
interview 
 
New P&C Committee 
I would like to thank the outgoing P&C executive for the fantastic work they 
have done and welcome our new P&C executive. Education is a shared 
responsibility and the Brighton School Community can be justifiably proud of 
our combined success. 
The new committee is 
PRESIDENT      Joanne Cutter   

VICE PRESIDENT     Lynette Cusick 

SECRETARY      to be appointed   

TREASURER      Megan Watt 

ASSISTANT TREASURER    Justyne Winter 

FUNDRAISING GROUP    Megan Watt, Michelle Mancini, 

Anita Crompton 

UNIFORM SHOP     Sonya Wilmen 

GRANTS APPLICATION CO-ORDINATOR  to be appointed 
 

P&C SPECIAL AGM MEETING – 25th February 2009 in the school Staffroom 
before the general P&C meeting.  Parents are invited to attend a special AGM to 
appoint a new Secretary of the P&C and Grants Application Co-ordinator.  We 
would love parents to attend and consider these rewarding roles.   
 

Economic Stimulus Package 
A key component of the National Building and Jobs Plan is an estimated 
$14.7 billion in funding as part of the Building the Education Revolution (BER) 
initiative to assist schools build and upgrade facilities. Primary schools will 
qualify for two of the programmes. 
Department of Education Training and the Arts Minister Rod Welford has 
expressed his desire for P&C Associations to be involved in discussions about 
how their school will benefit from this opportunity.  
The first round of construction is due begin in schools no later than June this 
year. Due to the Commonwealth’s tight timelines, and in order to reduce the 
impost on school communities, the program will be managed centrally.  DETA 
has already received a significant amount of information about the 
infrastructure requirements of our schools, but clearly there will be a need to 
update this locally.  
It is therefore imperative that you play a role in the negotiations at the school 
level. If you have any ideas or suggestions, let me know so that they can be 
considered when the programme rolls out. 
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Information for You… 
• SCHOOL BANKING HAS STARTED  - Please put your child’s banking in the 

PINK BOX inside the office door on Wednesday ready for THURSDAY BANKING.  
New application forms for starting banking are available from the Office foyer. 

• MESSAGES FROM SONYA …. Uniform Shop Volunteer Convenor – UNIFORM 
SHOP WILL NOW BE OPEN THURSDAY MORNINGS 8.30 to 9.30am.  Helpers to 
open other days still needed!!! 

• BOOKCLUB - Closing date-Wednesday the 18th February 2009.  Orders to 
the Library please. 

• Traffic Complaint - We have received complaints from our neighbours in the 
townhouse complex that parents from Brighton are blocking their driveway by using 
it as a turning point or actually parking across the drive-making access difficult. Please 
avoid doing this. They will be forced to call the police if this practice continues.  

 
ARTS COUNCIL PERFORMANCE - SPEAK UP - 2ND MARCH - $6 
PER CHILD 
Speak Up! - On Monday 2 March 2009, Queensland Arts Council will 
present the interactive, educational performance Speak Up!  Jam-
packed with performance, storytelling, puppetry and a game show, 
this is a fast-paced, thought-provoking performance that empowers 
students to Speak Up! about bullying and to work together to find 
solutions.  money must be returned to the Office RED BOX by 20th 
February – this is the last day we will accept payment as we need to let 
Arts Council know our numbers.  Thankyou for your support. 
 

DISCO – THIS FRIDAY NIGHT – FRIDAY 13TH - $4 

per person 
Pay on the night - Glow products for sale - $1 each, drinks and chips for sale too – dress up in 
spooky costumes!   
Two session times – Prep to Year 3 from 6pm to 7.15pm, Year 4 to 7 from 7.30 to 8.45pm.  
Come along it’s going to be fun! 

Instrumental News from Meredith Kelly - Beginner 
instrumentalists attended Kickstart this week - a workshop designed to 
give them a firm introduction to their instrument. I hope all children 
enjoyed their day and got lots out of it, and the parents who attended 
the afternoon display were suitably impressed with just how much the 
children could take in one day. Now the practice at home begins! The 
more you do the better you get. There is no other secret to your success 
on an instrument.  The junior choir and Senior choir rehearsals began this 
week. We have a contest in May and the yr 7 induction and Anzac 
ceremonies at school to work towards. A timetable is up on the music 
room window so the children can see what time their rehearsal is on. 
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Support Teacher- Kerry Jeston 
 
All Education Queensland schools are lucky enough to have the help 
and guidance of a teacher who helps direct staff and students with 
the learning process. They also help students access relevant 
specialists where necessary such as the Guidance Officer or 
specialist visiting teachers. The Support Teacher will spend time 
with students who have not achieved a C in English or Maths. 
Brighton’s allocation for this form of support is 3 days a week. All of 
the teachers at Brighton are very well trained and plan their 
curriculum according to the needs of the students in their classes. If 
you have any worries about your child please feel free to call the 
Office and make an appointment to meet with me. I am here to 
help and am available Monday to Wednesday. 
Helping with reading 

As a parent you are probably helping your child with reading much 
more than you may realise. If your home contains books, 
magazines and catalogues and your child sees you reading, if you 
read to your child and talk together about familiar stories and if you 
also use printed materials to find things out, then your child already 
has a head start in this area. 

How to help with reading homework 
•  Remember that talking about reading is very important, so if your 
child is sometimes reluctant to read aloud, discussing a book will 
also help to develop reading skills.  
•  Concentrate on enjoyment and grasping the meaning rather than 
absolute accuracy.  
•  Keep reading time relaxed, comfortable and pleasurable, in a 
quiet corner, with the television turned off.  
•  Talk about the cover and read the title before rushing your child 
into the text, asking questions, such as: what do you think it will be 
about; what sort of book is it; have you read one like this before?  
•  Look through the book, noticing interesting pictures and words, 
then read the opening together.  
•  Don't correct too quickly. If your child makes an error suggest 
having another go, searching the pictures for a clue, sounding out 
the first letter or reading on before you 'tell' the problem word.  
•  If your child is really struggling, take over the reading yourself 
and let the teacher know.  
•  When your child brings home a book that has been read before 
ask for a summary before reading it again, then discuss the book at 
a deeper level than last time.  
•  As your child progresses, talk about authors, characters and plots 
or what new information has been learnt.  
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JUSTYNE’S FRIDAY SPECIAL  
BBQ or Honey Soy Chicken Kebab with rice  

$5 -  YUMMY! 
We would love your help in the tuckshop  

– a special note will be going home with next week’s newsletter. 
 

 

 
 
Community News  
MISSING 
lime-green tupperware drink bottle with an almost matching, army-pattern 
drink-bottle jacket went missing last week with "Isaac Walsh" written all over 
it, & could it please be returned to Isaac, if found? 
 
SHAVE FOR A CURE – 12,13,14 MARCH 2009 
My name is Karen Scherer and I am the owner of 198 Hair Studio 
Sandgate. We are an Event location for the shave & colour for a cure 
and would love it if the whole community could get together and 
either sponsor us for any amount. If you come into salon you can 
donate any amount or if you colour $10 (kids $5)  Shave $20 (kids $10).  
Hope to see you at the Salon soon. 
  
FOUND – cockatiel, Brighton area on Monday 9th Feb, ph Fiona 3269 
5059. 

TUCKSHOP DAYS   - MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 


